B\f 






w 

uti; 



University of Chicago 
libraries 



Ores. Vita 
.aiCatScqexco 
cntiallatur 







OCT 7 




( 
t 



AN ADDRESS 



TO 



PEOPLE WHO SELDOM OR NEVER 
GO TO CHURCH. 



AN ADDHESS 



TO 



PEOPLE WHO SELDOM OR NEVER 
GO TO CHURCH. 



BY THE 



REV. ROBERT LEE, 

i 
MINISTER OF CAMPSIE. 



; Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the 
manner of some is" HEB. x. 25. 



Second Thousand. 



EDINBURGH: 

JOHN JOHNSTONE, 2, HUNTER SQUARE, 

SUCCESSOR TO WAUGH AND INJfES. 

MDCCCXXXV1I. 

/ 




LIBBABIES 




' \ ^ 



AN ADDRESS, &c. 



MY FRIENDS, There are many questions which can- 
not be satisfactorily answered, there are many which 
are not worth answering, and there are many which 
may be- answered most distinctly, and are so important, 
that no man should give himself a day's rest till he has 
settled them to his complete satisfaction. It seems to me, 
that this question, " Whether it is your duty to attend 
Church ? " is of the last kind, being an inquiry both 
which may be, and which ought to be, decided upon by 
every man for himself, without delay. 

What is contained in the following paper, I have 
written with the view of persuading those of my own 
parishioners, who absent themselves from the house of 
prayer, to consider the subject. And if God shall be 
pleased to bless my weak, though .sincere, endeavours 
to them, or to any others into whose hands this paper 
may fall, I shall give thanks to God for the same all 
the days of my life. And let me entreat the reader, if 
he is a neglecter of God's house, seriously to read what 
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is here written. The subject is worth half an hour's 
consideration. And who knows whether God may 
not give him repentance to the acknowledging of the 
truth. 

And if the reader be himself one of those who love 
the gates of Zion, the place where God's honour dwell- 
eth, and who, happily, do not need this appeal, may I 
beg this kindness of him, that he will put it into the 
hands of some one whom he knows to be far both from 
God and from his ordinances. Such persons are, alas, 
become so numerous, that every one knows many such, 
God is often pleased to bless even the weakest repre- 
sentations of truth to effect the most salutary and im- 
portant purposes. 

A Christian is a person who obeys Jesus Christ j and 
any one who is not seeking to make Christ's will his 
rule, is not a Christian but a heathen. He may hare 
been baptized when a child, and he may wish himself 
to be reckoned a Christian, now that he is grown a 
man ; it matters not, he is a heathen in reality, just as 
much as if he had lived in China or Japan ; he is, in 
truth, more a child of wrath than the veriest pagan, 
and shall be beaten with more stripes. 

The precepts of Jesus Christ are many, though all 
depending on one principle ; but they are, most of them, 
very plain. Many people flatter themselves that if they 
observe some of these, they may violate the rest. And 
all but true and genuine believers reserve some com- 
mand or other, which they think they may indulge 
themselves in transgressing, in consideration of their 
obedience to the other commands. But I tell you, 
friends, that that man who suffers himself to violate 
. any one command, which he knows Christ has given, 



is not a Christian but a hypocrite. He is a foolish 
man, who buildeth his house upon the sand of his own 
presumption, and when the judgment of God shall be 
made manifest, it shall fall, and great shall be the fall 
of it. " For why call ye me Lord, Lord, and do not 
the things which I say ? " Luke vi. 46. The man who 
obeys so many of Christ's commands, and suffers him- 
self to set at nought the rest, is not serving Christ but 
his own humour, and is as much a disciple of Christ, 
as Herod was of John the Baptist. That reprobate 
king heard John gladly, and even did many of the good 
things which the holy prophet recommended ; and then 
imprisoned him, and then cut off his head ; that is, in 
other words, he obeyed John so far as pleased his own 
humour, and when it pleased his humour he murdered 
John. If any one does what Jesus Christ enj oins, through 
respect to his authority, he has the same reason for 
complying with all his injunctions, as for complying 
with any of them ; and those people who think they 
may make an election, may pick and choose what com- 
mands they shall attend to, and what they shall dispense 
with, set their own authority clearly above that of Him, 
whom, like self- deceived hypocrites, they yet call 
" Lord, Lord." But though they have named the 
name of Christ, him, as their Lord and Master, they 
have not known, and their judgment tarrieth not. " I 
never knew you ; depart from me ye that work iniquity." 
It is a command of Jesus Christ, that his followers 
should assemble on the first day of the week, to cele- 
brate his resurrection from the dead, and their own 
with him. The first Christians universally did so. 
Paul charges them, by the authority of Christ, " not 
to forsake the assembling of themselves together;" 



and to them, thus assembled, our Lord himself gives 
this promise of his presence and blessing, " I am in the 
midst of them, to bless them and to do them good." 
John xx. 19 ; Acts xx. 7 ; 1 Cor. xvi. 2; Heb. x. 25 ; 
Matt, xviii. 20. 

It is also specially to be noted, for it is a truth too 
little impressed upon believers themselves, that the 
promises given to Christians are made to them, not as 
separate and distinct individuals, but as members of that 
body the Church which Christ hath purchased with 
his own blood. It is only when individual believers 
are collected together, it is when the separate stones 
are builded together into a house, that they become 
" an holy temple," and " an habitation of God through 
the Spirit." Christ's body is the Church, and as a 
man's spirit dwells in his body, so, in Christ's body, 
his spirit dwells. Every stone in the temple derives 
its use and beauty from their arrangement and order, 
their mutual connection and dependence ; every mem- 
ber of the body derives its importance from the union 
of all the members, and from the common life and will 
which inform and actuate the whole. What is a single 
stone of the temple out of its place ? What a single 
member cut off from the body ? It has neither beauty 
nor use. So it is, when " we have fellowship one with 
another," that " the blood of Jesus Christ, God's Son, 
cleanseth us from all sin." A man, disunited from the 
body of Christ, has no connection with Christ, the 
head of that body. He is a dead branch, " which can- 
not bear fruit of itself." If we would have Christ for 
our Master, we must join ourselves to Christ's house- 
hold 1 Cor. iii. 16, 17; Eph. iv. 4, 6, 12, 16, and v. 

25-30 ; 1 John i. 7. 



One symbol of this union among Christians is their 
partaking of the sacrament of the Lord's Supper. 
They are " the household of faith," and, as one 
household, they all sit at one table, eat of one bread, 
drink of one cup. Christ is the Master of the feast, 
and he calls them no longer servants but friends ; for 
they are enfranchised now from their servile estate, 
being incorporated into the body of Christ, by which 
the Son of God hath made them indeed free, constitut- 
ing them both sons and heirs of God. That union is both 
signified and ratified by the act of communion in the sacra- 
ment of our Lord's Supper, as the Apostle Paul fully and 
plainly teaches. 1. Cor. x. 17, and Rom. xii. 5 ; also 
1 Cor. xii. ; Johnxv. 1-61 ; Gal. vi. 11 ; iv. 1-7. 

Another symbol of the oneness of believers in their 
common Master and Head, consists in their assembling, 
in his name, on the first day of the week ; by which 
act they assume the attitude and appearance of one fa- 
mily, congregated to worship their common Father, 
through his only begotten Son, by whom they enjoy 
access with confidence to " the throne of the heavenly 
grace." For, though known unbelievers are not exclud- 
ed from these assemblies, as they are from partaking of 
the Lord's Supper, but are rather invited to frequent 
them, yet the assembly itself is always regarded as a 
congregation of Christians, sons of God, and members 
of Christ's body ; and those without profession, who 
may happen to be present, are viewed as strangers, 
whom the family permit to be present, and to par- 
take of the children's bread, in hope that they may be 
persuaded to join themselves to the household of the 
faith, and to enjoy the privileges of the sons of God, 
1 Cor. xiv. 23-25. 
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My friends, I will give you ten reasons, which shew 
the duty, the propriety, the wisdom, and advantage of 
attending the public worship of God on the Lord's 
day ; which ten reasons, I know, no man on earth can 
answer, and no man but an absolute and hardened infi- 
del will attempt to answer. And I pray God 3 through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord, that the consideration of them 
may induce many who have hitherto absented them- 
selves from the house of God, to obey his ordinance, 
" not to forsake the assembling of themselves together, 
as the manner of some is." 

1. The first reason of this duty, is one which will 
settle the matter with all men who do not despise the 
authority of God that made them, and the book which 
contains the record of his will, God commands it. 
That he unquestionably does so, I have proved above, 
in the most undoubted manner. " He, therefore, that 
despiseth, despiseth not men but God." Think not, 
O sinner, this question, or this controversy, is betwixt 
thee and me, or any worm like me. No ! It is God 
who is thine adversary in this quarrel. It is He that 
made thee, whom thoti dost resist, and if thou dost pre- 
vail, it is Omnipotence thou must conquer. I can tell 
you God's will, which you may read for yourself in 
God's own book. That done, God and you must set- 
tle the matter, with what issue the day of judgment 
will shew. Oh God ! that thy creatures should resist 
thy will, which is, " that they should not perish," 
should defy thy power, which can cast them into hell 
more easily than I can write the words. God give the 
reader grace to consider this before the divine power, 
now mighty to save, shall have become mighty to de- 
strov him. 
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2. "If thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord 
Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God hath 
raised him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. For 
with the heart man believeth unto righteousness ; and 
with the mouth confession is made unto salvation." 
Rom. x. 9, 10. So, then, it is the faith of a risen Sa- 
viour, not concealed, but publicly professed, to the 
glory of God and the strengthening of our brethren, 
by which we must, and without which we cannot, be 
saved. . It is essential to our salvation, not only that 
we have, but that we profess to have, faith in Christ 
raised from the dead. That the latter is no less neces- 
sary than the former, the Holy Scriptures most posi- 
tively assert in numerous places. Rom. x. 9, 10 ; 
Matt. x. 32, 33 ; Luke xii. 8 ; John xii. 42, 43 ; Phil, 
ii. 11 ; 1 John iv. 2-15. Now, as the design of the 
Christian assemblies being held on the first day of the 
week, is to commemorate Christ's resurrection on that 
day, as the very argument of the Christian's faith, and 
of his hopes of immortal life, so, when we meet .toge- 
ther at these seasons, we, by so doing, profess our faith 
in our Lord's resurrection; or, to use the expression 'of 
St. Paul, " we confess with our mouth that God raised 
the Lord Jesus from the dead," which confession the 
apostle affirms to be equally indispensable to salvation 
as " the believing that doctrine with the heart." So 
that, when any one wilfully absents himself from these 
assemblies, instituted for the purpose of celebrating the 
resurrection of the Lord Jesus, that man is understood 
to abjure and deny the resurrection ; that is, he professes 
to bs an unbeliever, and so excommunicates himself 
from all the benefits which they enjoy, '* who are risen 
with Christ." Reader, are you one of those who fail 
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thus to acknowledge your faith in a Saviour raised from 
the dead ? Expect not any of the fruits of his resur- 
rection. Do you plead that you believe with your 
heart that God raised his Son from the dead ? I refer 
you to the inspired servant of Christ, who expressly 
says, " If thou shalt confess with thy mouth." It is 
vain to plead, that " with the heart man believes unto 
righteousness," when it is added, " and with the mouth 
confession is made unto salvation." God will have 
men believe, and not only so, but he requires they make 
public profession of that belief. He also appoints the 
way in which that profession shall be made. So that 
here, as before, " he that despiseth, despiseth not men 
but God." Reader, are you content to be excluded 
from all share in the resurrection of Him " who liveth, 
and was dead, and is alive for evermore, and hath the 
keys of hell and of death ? " If you have no part in 
his resurrection, over you the second death must exert 
its power. Are you willing to be excluded from 
Christ's household for ever and ever ? Alas ! there is 
only another household of which you can be a member, 
and its home is the place of " hypocrites and unbe- 
lievers," the smoke of whose torment " ascendeth up 
for ever and ever," where " their worm dieth not, and 
their fire is not quenched." He that is not for Christ 
openly and avowedly, is against him. No man is of 
Christ's household who absents himself from Christ's 
house. Without profession there is no proper Chris- 
tianity, for profession is as much a part of this as faith 
itself is. This cannot be too much impressed upon 
you. He that seeks not to join himself to the Church 
of Christ, is joined to the Synagogue of Satan. May 
God give to those careless sinners, who mind none of 
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these things, repentance not only to the understanding, 
but to the acknowledging of the truths here written. 

3. A third reason why you should frequent the 
Church is, that you cannot be so well employed any 
where else. I have not found many who pretended 
they could. The case is so clear, in the eyes of those 
whose minds are not utterly blinded, that they generally 
do not seek to justify, but only to excuse, their neglect. 
Some, however, are more hardened, alleging they can 
spend their time as well meditating in the fields or reading 
at home. I can tell these people, without any inquiry in- 
to their case, that very few of their meditations are about 
God and their immortal souls, and very little of their 
reading respects those important subjects. They will 
not deny this, if they speak the truth ; but if they do 
deny it, it is very obvious to ask, whether the God they 
meditate about, or read about, ceases to exist so soon as 
they cease to read or meditate about him ? If not, 
why so few of their meditations are of God at other 
times, and in their general conduct ? Alas ! they are 
nothing the better of their meditations, if they have 
them. But the truth is, of the God who made heaven, 
and earth, and themselves, of the God who speaks in 
the Bible, and in their consciences, they do not, and 
they dare not think. And they either have no thoughts 
of a god at all, or only of that god whom the infidels 
have created for themselves, " in their own image and 
after their own likeness." A god who exists not but 
in their own foolish imaginations, and to whom they 
may call in time of need, as the infidel Israelites did, 
" O Baal hear us ; but there was no voice, nor any that 
answered." Let us turn from what such men may say, 
to what they do. And I ask, Is it not a fact, that the 
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time which ought to be devoted to the public worship 
of Godj is spent, by them^ idly, at the very least; in 
doing no good, on the very most favourable supposition, 
but, in the vast majority of cases, far worse than idly; 
in drunkenness, and all manner of sensuality and dis- 
sipation? In short, the neglect ers of public worship 
turn God's Sabbath into a devil's holiday. And the 
time which God has mercifully given them to separate 
themselves from the toils and necessary cares of life, 
and to take, by holy exercises, a decided step towards 
heaven, and to acquire an impetus thitherward which 
-may carry them on in that direction^ against the current 
of adverse influences which besets them during the 
other days of the Week ; this precious time, m'en, 
through a cursed cruelty against themselves, abuse, and 
by doing double work that day, in all manner of skv, 
quicken their speed downward to destruction, as if re- 
solved that " the goodness of God, which leadeth to 
repentance," shall ripen them into tenfold impenitence 
and impiety in this present life, and tenfold perdition in 
the life to Come. Oh, friends, consider this, that, in the 
good providence of God, one whole day in seven is al- 
lowed you, that, on that day you may attend, more ex- 
clusively, to the things which belong to your peace ; 
and whether you spend it in actual sin, or in idleness, 
which is a sin, you are to be judged by God, as those 
who have enjoyed that opportunity and -means of grace. 
4. While thousands of men have been made better by 
attending the public worship of God., no mem was ever 
known to be made worse by such attendance. The 
only sure way to judge of the tendency of a thing, is to 
learn. what effects it has commonly produced. If two 
classes of men, in circumstances altogether similar, who 
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live in the same place, work at the same employments, 
receive the same amount of wages, have enjoyed the 
same education, are found to be the one more industri- 
qus, more honest, more sober, more humane and bene- 
volent, in short, better than the other, and if the only 
visible difference in the customs of the two classes be, 
that the one regularly attends Church while the other 
as uniformly neglects it, I suppose no reasonable man 
would hesitate to conclude that the church-going was 
the thing that caused all the difference between the 
two. Or if any shall object that Church attendance is 
in this case, not the cause, but an effect, and that the 
one class of persons are not better because they go to 
Church, but they go to Church because they are better, 
I do not see that my argument would lose very much, 
even though I should admit that representation. For 
that must be a good place which the good frequent and 
the bad avoid, it must be agreeable to the character of 
the one, and repugnant to that of the other. Moreover, 
even on this supposition, we must allow that the ser- 
vices in which the decent, and orderly, and respectable 
portion of the community engage in the Church on the 
Lord's day, must have, at least, the effect of keeping 
them good; of preserving and cherishing their virtues. 
How important a service this is, none will question, 
who observes the strong tendency to degenerate, to 
fall off and grow worse, which human nature everywhere 
exhibits. 

But the people who regularly attend Church, and 
who, as a body, must be allowed to be so much superior 
in morality and religion, to those who absent themselves, 
that the two parties cannot bear a moment's comparison, 
those people must be allowed themselves to know 
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what effect their joining in the public worship of God, 
every week, has had upon their feelings and con- 
duct. Well, let any individual of sound understand- 
ing, in the whole class, be consulted, and if he do not 
give it, as his decided conviction, that the good which 
is in him has been mainly produced, and the evil chiefly 
restrained, by his attending the house of God ; that he 
has got good, and good only, by his being a public wor- 
shipper of the living God, in the name of Jesus Christ, 
I am willing to give up the whole argument. For, 

5. Of all the millions of men who have, in all ages 
of the Church, attended the public ordinances of reli- 
gion, no man of sound mind was ever known to regret 
his having attended them, but thousands have lamented 
most deeply and bitterly their failing to wait upon God 
in that manner; and very many have connected the com- 
mencement of that course, which led eventually to 
abandoned wickedness, terminated, in numerous in- 
stances, on the scaffold, with their forsaking " the as- 
sembling of themselves together, " with the people of 
God. Those who have opportunities of conversing 
much with people in sickness, and on their death-beds, 
when the turbulence of passion is calmed, and they are 
enabled to form a deliberate and just estimate of things, 
know that one of the bitterest regrets of those persons, 
who have lived carelessly, is that they have absented 
themselves from the public worship of God ; and of 
those who cannot charge themselves with that omission, 
a common subject of sorrow is, that they had not at- 
tended more diligently to those public services, and im- 
proved them more. An intelligent sceptic, with whom 
I happened to have much intercourse on his death-bed, 
and who came, at last, to a most painful state of doubt 
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jmd hesitation as to the truth of Christianity, confesing 
that the only reason now, which appeared to himself 
: to preyent him resting in the Gospel as true, was, that 
his mind had got into an obstinate habit of considering 
it false, and who died, not sure whether he be r 
Jieyed or not, expressed the greatest regret on this sub- 
ject that he had never, during many years, attended 
Church, and declared himself firmly resolved, if his 
life was spared, to spend his Sundays in the Church, 
.as the place where people get more good and less evil 
.than in any other place. Let me add, 

6. As the general habit of church-going is always 
accompanied with a general decency and regularity of 
behaviour, so, on the other hand, the general neglect of 
public religious worship is universally marked by a 
general profligacy of manners, by the prevalence of open 
and gross .sins, drunkenness, fornication, theft, adultery, 
violence, murder, and all the other more heinous viola- 
tions of the laws of God and of man. It is a fact well 
known to those acquainted with the police of large 
towns, that criminals, apprehended and punished for 
breaches of the law, are almost universally, if not uni- 
versally, persons who never enter a place of religious 
worship. And the districts and streets which produce 
the greatest number of culprits, are, without exception, 
those which have the smallest number of church-going 
inhabitants. For almost all the criminals are furnished 
by those places in which there are almost no inhabitants 
who attend Church, whereas in those streets in which 
the dwellers are almost all church-goers, there are al- 
most no. criminals, or absolutely none. Such a fact is 
worth ten thousand speculations. 
. We shall cease to wonder at the powerful and salutary 
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effects which undeniably result from attending the house 
of God, when we consider, that, 

7- God, the Giver of all good, both for the present 
life and the life to come, gives it under what conditions, 
and subject to what laws, he himself has seen jit. He pre- 
serves our lives on condition that we take food, drink, 
sleep, and whatever else he has pointed out to us as neces- 
sary for that end. And unless we choose to comply with 
these means, in vain shall we expect God will preserve 
our lives. Again, food is promised to those ploughing, 
sowing, and reaping. And to those who choose to dis- 
pense with these operations, God makes no promise of 
giving " them day by day their daily bread.'* So it is 
God's ordinance that man, who cannot live without 
bread, " shall not live by bread alone," but by that " word 
also which has proceeded out of the mouth of God." 
The Almighty, who sustained the body of Moses, and 
Elijah, and of Jesus Christ, each of them forty days 
without food, could also sustain ours during that or any 
other period. He that gave food to the Hebrews in the 
wilderness, without other labour than that of gathering 
it, could supply us with it in the same manner. But 
experience shews that it is not God's method so to do. 
In like manner, the Holy Spirit, who teaches us divine 
truth by means of the Word, could convey it into our 
minds without that instrument, as he did in the case of 
Christ's apostles, whom he instructed by direct and im- 
mediate inspiration. But it is God's prerogative, not 
ours, to determine how we shall be supported, illumi- 
nated, blessed. It belongs to the giver, not to the receiver, 
to fix the manner in which the gift shall be conveyed. 

Now God has made over certain blessings to his 
Church as one body. Christ, who commands his ser- 
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vants, by his apostle, " not to forsake the assembling 
of themselves together," promises " to be in the midst of 
them" so assembled, " to bless them and do them good." 
The Lord Jesus illuminates by his Word, strengthens 
by the Sacraments, his Church, collected together, se- 
parated from the world, and set apart unto himself, 
And if any man takes upon him to expect, for himself 
individually, and separate from the body, the Church, 
and without participating in the Word and Sacraments 
therein dispensed, those blessings, which are promised 
only to them who partake of these, being united to the 
household of the faithful, he is as presumptuous and 
as absurd, as if he should expect God would support his 
body without food, or supply that food miraculously, 
by the fowls of the air, as in the case of Elijah, or by 
raining it down from heaven, as happened to the Israelites 
in the desert. " It hath pleased God, by the foolish- 
ness of preaching, to save them that believe." 1 Cor. 
i. 21. And they who set aside God's ordinances, and 
strike out private ways of their own, and so presuming 
to be wiser than God, do but furnish additional illus- 
tration of that very plain truth, that " the foolishness 
of God is wiser than men." 

8. It is also extremely worthy of remark, that the 
reading of God's Word itself, though an invaluable 
means of grace, and without which the work of God's 
Spirit is not usually carried forward in the minds of men, 
has not experimentally been found to be the general in- 
strument of conversion. This has usually been accom- 
plished by means of the Word of, God, spoken by the 
living voice of a preacher. I say the Bible itself, though 
the great depository of Christian truth, the rule accord- 
ing to which both ministers of the Gospel should regu- 
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late their preaching, and the people their faith and con- 
duct, the Bible itself has never produced any great or 
general revolution in men's minds or conduct, without 
some living voice , to direct attention to its doctrines, 
and to stir them up with the energy and power of audi- 
ble appeals, to take heed unto the things written in the 
Book of Life. The voice and animation of a living in- 
structor are needful to send men home to their Bibles, 
to open those volumes, on which, as Whitefield too truly 
said, ." The dust often lies so thick that one may write 
on it 'damnation.'" 

9. In all God's appointments there is manifold wis- 
dom, a certain fitness to effect the end in view, besides 
his special blessing attending those who faithfully com- 
ply with his ordinances. When we suppose any thing, 
which God institutes, arbitrary or casual, such suggestion 
always proceeds from pur ignorance. 

In pur nature no principle is more wonderful than 
sympathy, whereby any emotion is heightened indefinite* 
ly.by pur being associated with others who are actuated 
by the same .emotion. The effects of this peculiarity 
in our mental constitution, are too obvious to require 
illustration. Our Maker has been pleased to impress 
this capacity intp the service of pur Mghest interests ; 
and knowing that each of a hundred, or ,of a thousand 
persons, will be vastly mpre affected with any sentiment, 
whether of gratitude, veneration, hppe, joy, love, when 
they are assembled together, and have the truths, cal- 
culated to excite it, presented to all -their minds, at one 
and the .same mpment, than they could be, were these 
truths cpjiveyed tp each individual mind separately;. 
Gpd, -to make this law pf pur nature available in inspir- 
ing and deepening religipus feelings, has appointed that 
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his servants should, in all ages, present their worship 
collectively, and so the devotion of each be rendered 
more lively and intense by the aiding power of sym- 
pathy with all his fellow- worshippers. God's servants 
have ever felt their need of this mutual aid. Doubtless, 
the following has happened often in the history of the 
Church, though but once in express language recorded : 
" Then they that feared the Lord spake often one to 
another." Mai. iii. ; and always with the same com- 
fortable and precious result. " And the Lord hearkened 
and heard it, and a book of remembrance was written 
before him, for them that feared the Lord, and that 
thought upon his name," &c. I understand that these 
godly men, so richly blessed, were those who, in times 
of general depravity, held meetirgs for social prayer 
and conference, that they might, by these means, 
strengthen themselves in the Lord their God. The 
book of the Acts of the Apostles is full of illustrations 
of the use of this principle, in upholding men to do and 
endure the will of God. And " these things happened 
unto them for ensamples, and they were written for our 
admonition." 

10. Lastly, men are necessarily muck occupied during 
the other six days of the week in the affairs of this life. 
Food and raiment are things so essential, that people 
neither can nor ought to want them ; and in the labour 
necessary for obtaining these things, the bulk of man- 
kind are compelled to spend most of their time from 
Monday morning till Saturday night. How merciful, 
then, that God has been pleased to secure to us in seven 
one whole day, in which we have nothing else to do 
but to serve God, consider our ways and the eternal 
interests of our souls, learn the will of our Maker, Go- 
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verhor, Judge, arid our duty towards Him, pur fellow- 
Christians, arid ourselves, pray, meditate,, and prepare 
for heaven, using the present rest as they should do, 
who. desire that " rest which remaineth for the people 
qf God 1 " . A man's guilt in misusing a mercy, is great 
in proportion to the greatness of the mercy which he 
misuses. Such often complain they want time for re- 
ligious exercises during the other days of the week. I 
believe no man, disposed to serve God, ever did, or 
ever could, want opportunities of serving him; for 
though he may enjoy no leisure to retire to a place by 
himself to pray or read God's Word, yet prayer may 
ascend, which God shall both hear and answer, while 
the person that offers it is labouring with his hands jn 
his calling. But let us suppose the complaint well- 
fpunded, and that people are unavoidably so much oc- 
cupied, during six days of the week, about this world, 
a.s really to have no time for attending to the mighty 
interests of the next, still the seventh day returns a 
precious opportunity then they are disengaged from 
business, the shops are shut, the sound of the forge and 
the hammer is. not heard, no one bears burdens, the 
plough stands still, the beast rests, or would rest, were 
he not compelled to labour in dragging those to a dis- 
tance who are not satisfied to profane the Lord's day 
at home the Churches are open, the bell invites to go 
up to the house of prayer, the multitude of the well- 
doing population are crowding to that place where they 
are exhorted to all good, and dehorted from all evil, 
by reasons no less weighty and awful than the favour 
and the wrath of Almighty God, their weal or their woe, 
throughout an endless being. The place where men's 
minds are drawn away from the petty but engrossing 
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frivolities of this dying life, to be concentrated on -the 
sublime affairs of eternity where together they join in 
deprecating that wrath which they all, as partakers of 
one common nature, have merited, and in celebrating 
that infinite love which has redeemed them all with 
the precious blood of God's own Son, and calls them 
.to be partakers of a divine nature even now, and here- 
after of God's kingdom and glory that is the place 
where men are most likely to receive the most power- 
ful motives to holiness, and the strongest defences 
against sin ; and as his allowing them that opportunity 
every week, is a signal instance of the goodness of God, 
and a powerful evidence that " He will have all men 
to be saved, and to come to the knowledge of the 
truth ; " so the individual that, by neglecting, despises 
that ordinance and opportunity of grace, puts himself 
deliberately out of the way of God and goodness, of 
heaven and of happiness ; nor is it to be conceived, that 
he who turns his feet from the way which God has 
himself pointed out and sanctioned, can ever find God 
by any other way. 

If there had been no time of rest allowed men, they 
might, perhaps, have been able to frame some apology 
for themselves at the dreadful day of judgment : " We 
were so engrossed unavoidably in providing food and 
raiment, and the things needful for the body, that time 
to think of the future \ve had none. This we could 
not help : it was the necessary result of the constitu- 
tion of things under which we were born." This, 
though not solid, sounds plausibly. But God will al- 
low sinners no plausible apology. He will condemn 
them on grounds not only just, but so evidently and 
undeniably just, that the condemned themselves must 
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acknowledge the justice of their condemnation. Since, 
then, all men among us enjoy one day in seven, on 
which they may rest from their worldly cares and la- 
bours, since, also, they possess the opportunity of join- 
ing in the public worship of God, and of hearing the 
Gospel, the good news of salvation, preached if men 
choose to spend that sacred, that precious time, idly, 
or even worse than idly, can guilt itself imagine an ex- 
cuse ? Will not such persons be speechless ? " They 
will not be saved, nor come to the knowledge of the 
truth." 

But people who neglect Church, surely have some- 
thing to allege in their own defence. They must 
have some reason. I will set down, and briefly con- 
sider, all the excuses for neglect of public worship, 
which I remember to have heard. 

1. Some people say, " They know already, all that 
is taught in the Church." How can they tell what 
may be taught, when they are not present ? But this 
apology is quite unfounded, the persons who make it 
being either infidels, or very weak and presumptuous 
people, who pretend to be wise in a matter of which 
in truth they are very ignorant. But let us suppose 
them to know the truths of religion, as well as they 
flatter themselves they do. What then ? Has your son 
heard he should honour his father and his mother ? 
Because he has heard that command, and may conceit 
he knows it, must he not hear it any more ? Must you 
not tell it him again, even as often as he seems to for- 
get it ? It is no less foolish to say you have no need to 
have God's commands repeated and enforced upon 
you because you have heard them all before. God's 
Word is called " the bread of life." Bread is a thing 
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people live on day after day ; and a hungry man would 
think it a very bad reason why he shoidd not eat bread 
to-day, that he had eaten of it yesterday. If you were 
hungering and thirsting after righteousness, you would 
reckon it equally absurd to allege the fact that you had 
heard the word of life some time before, as a reason 
why you should not hear it now. 

2. Some say, " They can read the Bible at home." I 
answer, they who go seldomest to Church read the Bible 
seldomest at home. If you will examine into the mat- 
ter, you will find, that the reading of the Bible is al- 
most confined to those families who frequent the house 
of prayer. Among the members of other families, you 
will discover that their lessons from God's Word are 
just about as few as their visits to God's house. But, 
if you do read your Bible at home, it will not permit 
you to remain at home ; it will send you to the Church, 
if you regard what you read there, otherwise why do 
you read it? for among its injunctions you will find 
this one, " Not to forsake the assembling of yourselves 
together, as the manner of some is." 

3. Many people tell me, " They are too tired to go 
to Church." It cannot but appear very wonderful, that 
these same persons should not be too tired to walk in 
the fields, to visit their friends, nay, to walk to haunts 
of dissipation twice as far off as the Church is. Very 
wonderful, that a man who on Saturday morning is not 
so tired but he can work ten or eleven, or even twelve 
hours, grows so tired on Sunday morning, that he is 
not able to rest in Church, where he has nothing to do 
but to hear ! Some men walk six days in the week to 
their work, and from it again, as far as they are re- 
quired to do in order to attend the public worship of 
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God ; but fatigue is a Sunday malady. It must be 
driven off when a tiling so important as daily bread is 
concerned ; but when nothing is to be done but the 
worshipping of God, the giving him thanks for that 
daily bread, and the seeking the bread of life then fa- 
tigue may be indulged. And the man who would be 
ashamed to answer his master, " I am too tired to be- 
gin your work to-day," is not at all ashamed to reply, 
when God calls him, " I am too tired to work the work 
of God." But while he utters the words, his conscience 
tells him, this excuse is from the " father of lies " and of 
false pretences. It is indeed not to be denied, that in 
large "country parishes there are always a multitude of 
people so far distant, that many of them, the young, 
the aged, the infirm, cannot attend Church. Attendance 
there, to such persons, is impossible, and to all it is in- 
convenient. But let these latter take heed, lest they 
magnify what is only an inconvenience, and one, too, 
which they constantly overcome when temporal in- 
terests are concerned, into an insurmountable barrier 
between them and their spiritual interests. 

4. The most common apology I meet with is, " want 
of suitable clothing." In a former parish of which I 
was minister, the excuse was, want of room in the 
Church, or want of ability to pay seat-rents. The ex- 
cuse was too good in many cases, and it served the 
purpose to those who wanted an excuse. In the parish 
of Campsie, the Church is very large, and there are no 
seat-rents; important advantages, and evidently not 
without great effect on the numbers who attend public 
worship. But do they who are determined to excuse 
themselves, not find an excuse ? By no means ; and a 
wonderful reason it is, in a parish where employment 
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abounds, and is generally well paid, and where some 
ten thousand pounds are supposed to be annually spent 
on whisky : " We want clothes." Many offer this apo- 
logy, who might clothe themselves and all their families 
every year decently more than once, with the money 
they spend on spirituous liquors. Alas ! how great a 
price such men pay, to get themselves and their fami- 
lies damned ! How intolerably they tax themselves to 
be kept out of the way of good, and out of the king- 
dom of. heaven, to be cut off from all happiness here 
and hereafter ! One would suppose the way of sin, the 
way to hell, led to some glorious termination, that 
people are willing to pay so exorbitant a toll to be 
allowed free passage on it. My friends, suffer me to 
reason with you a little on this subject. Why should 
your poor clothes hinder you coming to the house of 
God? Can you not hear in poor clothes? Does the 
meanness of your raiment stop your ears ? Or is the 
house of God shut against all but those who can afford 
to put on gay and costly apparel ? However the case 
may be elsewhere, it is not so here. In this parish the 
Church is open to all, and no man is excluded. " The 
rich and the poor meet together ; the Lord is Maker of 
them all." For my own part, I cannot comprehend 
why putting pride, and a custom, which has done at 
least as much harm as good, out of the question poor 
clothes should keep any one from the Church, any more 
than from any other place, or any other employment. 
People work in their clothes how bad soever, they eat, 
and walk about, and go to market in them, and their 
neighbours can only see on Sundays what they see 
every day, and in the Church what they would pro- 
bably see on the street, or by the wayside. 
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Perhaps you think people would talk about you if 
you were so singular as to come to Church in your 
working clothes. Yes, I believe they would. The 
good people would say, " I hope he is a good man that, 
who dares come to worship God in a fustian jacket." 
I think this might well compensate for any remark the 
thoughtless and foolish could possibly make; leaving 
your duty and the approval of your own conscience out 
of the question. But do you imagine nobody remarks 
your not going to Church, and your hanging and loit- 
ering idly about all the Lord's day ? If the remarks of 
your neighbours are what you fear, depend upon it you 
don't escape them now ; but you are blamed by those 
whose ill opinion is censure, instead of by those whose 
censure is praise. Whether do you think it worse that 
people should say of you, " John is so poor that he goes 
to Church in his working clothes," or ** John is such a 
reprobate that he never goes to Church at all ? " The 
pride of dress has kept many thousands out of the house 
of God, and this is one of a thousand ways in which 
pride ruins sinners. Oh ! friends, be persuaded, that 
though you are commanded to attend God's public 
worship, you are not required to attend there in fine 
or costly raiment. A wedding garment, indeed, you 
must have, but it is not a superfine coat, or a silk 
gown, but humble, penitent, teachable minds. And 
having these, you will be acceptable, though you come 
in rags. And, my friends, I would seriously exhort 
you, not to absent yourselves from the house of God 
till you get what you have persuaded yourselves is 
necessary clothing, but is not necessary. Such you 
may never get. Some persons, perhaps, into whose 
hands this address may fall, will remember the case 
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of an individual, who lately objected coming to Church 
until she " got things to go in," which, she said, would 
very soon he the case, though at the time she was 
very decently dressed, but who was summoned to ap- 
pear at the judgment-seat of Christ before she found 
things necessary to appear in the house of God ! So, 
my friends, it may be with you. Take heed lest death 
come, and judgment come, and eternity come, and the 
bitter pains of the second death come upon you, before 
you obtain what you suppose is necessary, but is not, 
for enabling you to attend the ordinances which God 
has appointed. 

In conclusion, let me beg of every reader of this 
address, who absents himself from the house of God, 
that he will seriously consider whether the reasons 
and apologies by which he now excuses and strengthens 
himself in that neglect, be of such a kind, as are likely 
to satisfy his own conscience in the retrospect of his 
life, and in the prospect of eternity, as are likely to 
satisfy Him, who shall "judge every man according to 
his works." 

" O that they were wise, that they understood this, 
that they would consider their latter end ! " May God 
bless these considerations to the reader's conviction 
and edification, and to God be glory, through Jesus 
Christ ! Amen. 
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conceive, to find, within the same limited space, in any other publi- 
cation whatever, so great a quantity of varied and valuable infor- 
mation, bearing the authority of the names of the Authors." 



THE SCOTTISH CHRISTIAN HERALD continues to be published 
every Saturday Morning, in One Sheet Imperial Octavo, double 
columns, Price THREE HALFPENCE, or in Monthly Parts, (of Four 
Numbers each,) Price SIXPENCE. 
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